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TO T HE 


KINGS 


Moſt Excellent 
MAJESTY. 


May it pleaſe Towr Majeity, 


Hen the diſtempered Nation wearied with 
ics own Contertions and Diviſions, did groan 
tor Unicy and Peace, and wondertul Provi- 
dence of che molt Righteous God appearing 


tor the removal of Impediments ; their eyes 
were upon your Majeſty, as the perſon born ro be under God 
the Center of their Concord, and taught by Affliction to break 
the b..:ds of the Aﬀflicted, and by experience of the (ad eftets 
of mc!) uncharitabl. ncls, and paſhons,ro reſtrain all trom vio- 
lence 411d extremity, and kept up moderation and m*diocrity, 
the Oi of Charity and Peace, and when your ſubjefts deſires 
werc 4.compliſhed iz your Majcſtics peaccable poſſeſhon of 
the T':r5!1cy it was the joy and encouragement of the Sober and 
Relig'. 15, chat you began the exerciſe of your Government, 
with a P.uclamation ful! of Chriſtian Zeal againſt Debauche- 
ry and Prop"aneneſs, d-ciaring allo your Flike of [thoſe 
wh » un.ler pretence of Aﬀetion to your Majelty , and your 


Service, aſſume to themlclves the liberty of reyiling, chreat- 
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ring, and reproathing others, to prevent the Reconciliation 
nion of hearts and affeQtions,, which can only (with 
Gods blcſling) make usrejoyce in each other] Our comtorts 
alio were carried on by your Majclties carly, and ready cntcr- 
rainment of Motions tor accommodation in thoſe points of 
Diſcipline and Worthip,in whicty wze difagreed , and your 
profeſſed Reſolurions ro draw us togecher by mutual ap- 
proachcs, and publiſhing your healing Declaration, which 
was received with thanks of your Houle of Commons, and 
the applaule of the people, and the (ſpecial joy of thoſe that 
longed tor Concord and Tranquility in the Church; in wh'ch 
your Majeſty declared lo much {atistation in the toundatic ns 
of Agrecment already laid for that you [ ſhould think your felt 
very unfortunate , and ſuſpect jthat you are defective in 
the Adminiſtration of Government; It any ſuperſtruftures 
ſhould lack thoſe foundations, and contra or leiſen the bleſ- 
fed gift of Chariry, which is a. vital part of Chriſtian Religion. 
And as in the ſaid gracious Declaration your Majeſty retoly- 
ed to [appoint an equal number of Learned Divines of both 
Per(wafions, to review the Liturgy, and make (uch Altera» 
tions as (ball be thought molt neceflary, and ſome Additional 
Forms of Scripture phraſe, as necr as may be, lured urgo the 
nature of feyeral par:s of Worſhip, and char ic be letr ro the 
Miniſters choice to uſe one, or other, at his diſcretion, fo in ac- 
compliſhment thereof your Majeſty among others, directed 
your Commiſſon to bee for the review ot | the (everal Di- 
re&tions, Ru'es, and Forms of Prayer, and things inthe (aid 
Book of Common-Prayer contained ] And it occaſion be to 
make ſuch ſcaſonable and neceſlary Alterations, CorreRions, 
and Amendmentsthereof, as by and between us ſhall bee a- 
greed uponto bee needful, or expedient for the giving a fati(- 
fatioarotender confciences, and reſtoring and continuance 
of Peace and Unity in the Churchuander your Protection and. 
Goveromentz and what wee agree upon as needtul or expe- 
Gdicnt to be done for the Altering, Diminiſhing, or Enlacging 
the ſaid Book of Common-Prayer, forthwith to certific and 
preſent it in _—_—_y_ your Majeſty, 
In e>edicnce to 
with 


is your Majeſties Commiſhon, wee did 
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wich the Righr Reverend . who required of us- thar 
before any perional debate, wee ſhould bring in' writing all: 
our Exceprions againlt the ot Common-Prayer, and all 
th: Additional Forms which wee deſired; Buth which wee 
pertormed,. and received trom them an Anſwer co the firlt, 
and recurncd them- our tull Reply; The laſt week of our time 
being deſigned ro perſonal conference, was at the will of the 
Rigihe Reverend Biſhops ſpent in a particular diſpure with 
three of cach part, abour the ſintulneſs of one of the Injunti- 
ons, from which wee defired ro bee free, and in ſome other 
Conference on the Bye. And thoughthe Account which wee 
are torced to give to your Majeſty of the iſuc of our Conlul- 
rations, is, chat no Agreements are ſubſcribed by us to bee of- 
fered ro your Majeſty according to your expeCtarion z and 
though ic bee none of our intent to calt the leaſt unmeer re-- 
flection upon the Right Reverend Biſhops, and Learned Bre- 
thren, who think not meet to yeeld ro any confiderable Altera - 
tions, to the ends cxprefſed in your Majcities Commiſſion, yer 
wee mult ſay, thar ir is ſome quiet to our minds, that we have 
not b:ca guilcy of yourMajeſties,and yourSubjects diſappoint- 
ments, and that wee account not your Majeſties Gracious 
Commiſſion, and our labour loft, having peace of conſcience 
11 the diſcharge of our duty ro God and you, that wee have 
becn the ſeekers and followers of Peace, an4 have carneſtly 
Pleaded , and humbly Petirioned tor ir. And wee humbly 
beſeech your Majeſty , to beleeve that wee own no Principles 
of Fattion or Diſobedience, nor Patronize the Errours or 
Obſtioacy , it = 

It's granted us by all , that nothing ſhould beecommand- 
ed us by man , which is contrary to.the Word ot God: that 
if it bee, and wee know it , wee are bound not to perform ir, 
God being the abſolute univerſal Soveraign; That wee nauſt 
uſe all jult means to diſcern the will of God, and whether 
the commands ot men be contrary cO 1t; that if the comma nd 
bee ſinfull , and any through the neglett of ſufficient ſearch, 
ſhall judge it lawful ; his culpable errour excuſeth not his do- 
ing it, trom being fin ; and therefore as a reaſonable crea- 


ture muſt needs haye 2 judgement of diſcerning , thathe may 
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rationally obey i; fo hce wat che greateſt care any dilie 
gence to exerciſe” it 1 the greateſt —_ —_ 1athe obeying 
ot God, and faving ot his Soul ; and that where a [trong pro- 
babilicy of great fin and danger lyerh before as, wee mult nor 
raſhly run on without ſearch , and that ro go 0n agaiuſt Con- 
(cience , even where it is miſtaken , is fin and danger to him 
that erreth, And anthe other ade, wee are remembred, that 
in things 00 way againſt the Laws ot God ; tbe Commands 
of our Governours mult bee obeyed ; bur, it they command 
what God forbids, wee mult patiencly (ubmir to ſuffering , 
andevery ſoul mult bee ſubyect to the higher Powers, tor con» 
ſcience ſake, and naotreſift : The publick Judgement, avil, 
or ecclefaaſtical , —_—_— only to publick perlons, and not 
to any privatc man; that no man muſt bee cauſclely , and 
pragmartically inquiſitive into the Reaſons of his Superiours 
commands ; nor by pride and lclt-conceirednels , exalc his 
own underſtanding above it's worth and ofhce, bur all ro bee 
modeſtly, and humbly (clt-wſpitious ; that none muſt erront- 
ouſly pretend to Gods law , againlt the juſt command of his 
Superiours , nor pretend the doing of his duty co bee (in ; that 
hce who ſuſpetteth his Superiours commands to bee againſt 
Gods Laws, mult uſe all mcans for tull Information, betore 
hee ſcttle ia a courſe of diſobeying them ; and that hee who 
indeed difcovercth any thing commanded to bee fin, though 
hee muſt not doit, mult e his optaion with very great 
tenderneſs and care , of the publick Peace , and the honours 
of bis Governours, theſe are our Principles 3 If weeare ocher- 
wiſe repreſented to your Majzr{ty, wee are mil-repreſented ; 
It weeare accuſed of contraditing them , wee humbly crave 
that wee may not bee condemaed , till wee bee heard, 

It is the deſire of our Souls to contribute our parts and inter- 
eſts tro the utmoſt , for the promoting ot holincls , chariry, 
uaity , and obedience to Rulers in all lawtul ehings: But if 
wee ſhould fin againſt God, becauſe wee are commanded , 
who ſhall anſwer for us , or ſave us from his Juſtice ? And 
wee humbly crave , that ic may bec no juſt Grevamen of our 
diflent , that thereby wee (uppoſe Superiours may erre , (cei 
it is but ſuppoſing them to bee men nor yer in Heayen ; a 
this 


(s) 

this naay bee to one that differerh in opinion 
: beech your Majcity robcjeeve , 
that as wee ſeek no greater matters in the World than daily 
Bread , with liberty to Preach the Goſpel, and Worſhip God 
according to bis Word, and the praftiſe of the Primitive 
hurches; ſo wee hopeic is not through 'Pufillanimicy , and 
cr much tenderneſle of (uttering, that weethave pleaded ſo 
for the avoiding of , to our ſelves or others. 
none of our ({uttcrings hinder the proſperity ottheChurch, 
good of Souls , and wee have And wee ſup» 
that think che perſons inconfiderabie in Number 
wee plead , will nor themſelves be- 
is for popular aſe: this were 
{omuch to {eek rhe reward of Hypocrices, asto play the 
of Fools ; ſceing the applauſe of inconſiderable men 
4 and wee know our ſclves chat 

oftcnd rhoſe chat are not incon - 
know that it is not ſomuch the 
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at our firſt mecring that nothing be reported as the words or 
ſenſe of cirher part, bur what is delivered by them in wricing; 
Wee humbly crave that your Majctty receive as more as ours, 
and that what is on auy particular perſon, hee may be 
anſwerable for himſelt; and chough the Reverend have 
not had time toconfadet our Additions ro the Licurgy, and of 
our Reply, that yer 7 qe betore a Decermina- 


by . 
tion be made. And thotgh we ſeem ro have laboured in vain, 


| we ſhall yctlaythis work of Reconciliation and Peace ar your 


Majeſtics. 


Majhip ſe electing youro yo fuch 2 bleſſed W_. 
lation, cill it attain fuiccets needs belceve that when 
your Ott eoen our 7 hoes ra alway tro be a foundation 
that would our. Concord, you meant not that 'weeſhould 
have go-Concord, —— avg cothis Licurgy, without 


any Alterations. : 
And when you comfortce us ith your Reſolotions nm 
es 17 whar-wee could, you 


; us togecher, by ycelding on 
mceanc not that wee ſhould beethe boar to lay the banks thar, 
ſhould not ſtir, aud when your Majeſty commanded us by: 
Letcers Partents to meet abour ſuch Abcarioagials wdnoed 
ful or expedient for giving ſatisfaction to render 
and the reſtoring _ continuing of Peace and Unity; 
reſt aſſured, that it was not your ſenſe that rhoſe render con- 
- ſciences were+o be endo races 2 EN 
nnlawful, and not ſo much as a Ceremony abatcd t 
that our Treaty was only to convert cither party to: 
nionot another, and thatall our hopes of Concord and Libexd | 


ty conliſted only in diſputing the Bi Jnto Nen-condorass 
ty, of coming in every Ceremony to minds, 
*Einallygor Majctty,under Godkis the 


as the ſame. 


of this Addreſs; 


qo 
hope, that fo great a Calamity of your poegee as will low 
7 gen 9) reg Miniſters, as the yy 
in 


caſt out, (hall never be recorded i 
NT of Cortes being 

ED Kingdome may flouriſh in Picry and Peace, that 

+ this may be the ſignal honour of your happy Reign,and your 
Joy int] of your account, which isthe prayer of ' 


Tour Maje flier E it ul and Obedient Saubbjeir 
FINIS- f 


